IN THE LEVANT. 


I. 

PROM JAFFA TO JERUSALEM. 

S INCE Jonah made his short: and ignominious voyage along 
the Syrian coast, mariners have had the same difficulty in 
getting ashore that the sailors experienced who attempted to land 
the prophet; his tedious though safe method of disembarking was 
not followed by later navigators, and the landing at Jalla has re¬ 
mained a vexatious and half ihe time an impossible achievement. 

The town lies upon the open sea and has no harbor. It is 
only in favorable weather that vessels can anchor within a mile 
or so from shore, and ihe Mediterranean steamboats often pass 
the port without being able to land either freight or passengers. 
In the usual condition of the sea the big fish would have found 
it difficult to discharge Jonah without stranding itself, and it 
seems that it waited three days for the favorable moment. The 
best chance for landing nowadays is in the early morning, in that 
calm period when the winds ami the waves alike await the move¬ 
ments of the sum It was at that hour, on the 6th of April, 
1875, that we arrived from Port Said on the French steamboat 
Krymanthe. The night had been pleasant and the sea tolerably 
smooth, but not to the apprehensions of some of the passengers, 
who always declare that they prefer, now, a real tempest to a 
deceitful grouudswcll. On a recent trip a party had been pre¬ 
vented from landing, owing to the deliberation of the latlies in 
making their toilet; by the time they had attired themselves in 
a proper manner to appear in Southern Palestine, the golden hour 
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PREFACE. 


r F the -winter and spring of 1875 the writer made the 
tour of Egypt and the Levant. The first portion of 
the journey is described in a volume published last summer, 
entitled “My Winter on the Nile, among Mummies and 
Moslems ”; the second in the following pages. The notes 
of the journey were taken and the books were written be¬ 
fore there were any signs of the present Oriental disturb¬ 
ances, and the observations made are therefore uncolorcd 
by any expectation of the existing state of affairs. Signs 
enough were visible of a transition period, extraordinary 
but hopeful; with the existence of poverty, oppression, 
superstition, and ignorance were mingling Occidental and 
Christian influences, the faint beginnings of a revival of 
learning and the stronger pulsations of awakening com¬ 
mercial and industrial life. The best hope of tins revival 
was them, as it is now, in peace and not in war. 

C. D. W. 


Hartford, November 10, 1876. 
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